Psychological, Social and Spiritual Care Research
Special Interest Group

/ SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEMBERS \

The Special Interest Group has 60 members from across the
island of Ireland, including researchers and health and social care
professionals.

Steering Group: Dr Barry Quinn, Queen’s University Belfast (Chair), Dr Niall
Galligan, Our Lady's Hospice & Care Services, Dublin, (Co-Chair), Brid Mc
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/ OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS: \

COMPLETED SURVEY

Presentations Findings from the survey ‘Exploring
Psychological and Spiritual Care in Palliative Care, conducted
by the Chair and Co-Chair through the AIIHPC Special
Interest Group for Psychological, Social and Spiritual Care,
were presented at the |3th AIIHPC Symposium (Belfast), the

Carthy, University College Dublin, Dr Nipuna Thamanam, University College
Dublin, Rev John Wonnacott, Northern Health and Social Care Trust, Dr Lisa
Graham-Wisener, Queens University Belfast, Fiona Lucy Somers,
Voices4Care, AIIHPC, Rev Daniel Caldwell, Atlantic Technological University.

General Group Members: Anne Ashworth, Anne Reilly, Annette Llyod, Arnelle
Gillis, Bernadette Campion, Breda Moloney, Brendan Kennelly, Bronwen Allan,
Caitlin McShane, Carolyn Blair, Christina O'Loughlin, Celia Kenny, Christine
O'Dowd-Smyth, Columba Toman, Daniel Nuzum, Declan Curtis, Emily
Murray, Esme Kittle, Felicity Agwu Kalu, Frances Neville, Gillian Thomas,
Grace Vaughey, Helena Fitzgerald, Hilda Shepherd, John Joyce, Kasia
Patynowska, Kathy Hyland, Kellie Norwood, Lana Cook, Laura Coleman, Liza
Clancy, Lucy Hayden, Marian O'Mahony, Mary Kinhart, Michelle O'Toole,
Monica Pilch, Naoise Waldron, Natasha Bradley, Philip Matthews, Ray Elder,
Razieh Safarifard, Rebecca Lloyd, Seamus Lillis, Sinead Conneely, Stephanie
Crawford, Tara Anderson, Tara Kavanagh, Tracey McConnell, Tricia Healy,

events on Psychological Care, and Spiritual Care.
inienne Manley, William Higgins. / k /
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THE BENEFITS OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEMBERSHIP

* AIIHPC Special Interest Group has allowed us to stay informed about relevant developments in palliative care research, policy and
practice on the island of Ireland and internationally, and has given us a community of researchers, health care professionals, and PPI
contributors. This includes AIIHPC Palliative Care Research Network (PCRN), Early Career Researcher Forum (ECRF) members
across academic and clinical settings, and Voices4Care members, to develop collaborative practice-changing research on
Psychological, social and Spiritual Care and to share health and social care research challenges and solutions. AIIHPC Voices4Care, a
public patient involvement group, includes people with life limiting conditions, their current and bereaved family and carers, with a
vested interest in palliative care, are active group members.

* Other long term impacts include improved quality of care to patients and families, by promoting a holistic model of care and
encouraging standardised approaches while respecting cultural and individual diversity.

* The group supports networking in a shared interest area, fostering peer support, mentorship, enabling collaboration on research,
policy development, and service innovation. It provides a collective voice to advocate for the importance of psychological, social and

Kspiritual care in healthcare and society. /

AlIHPC Pastoral Care Community of Practice, and the 2Ist
Annual Psychology, Health and Medicine Conference (Belfast).

Two papers submitted for publication Exploring
spirituality in palliative care services: An All-lreland survey and
Healthcare  professionals’ perceptions of  managing
psychological needs in palliative and end-of-life care: an All-
Ireland survey

CURRENT PROJECTS

Exploring service wusers and carers perspectives and
experiences of psychological and spiritual care.

Following the survey results further research and training

/ WE ARE KEENTO COLLABORATE ON: \

- We would like to continue to foster meaningful collaboration in research
with a wide range of institutions and healthcare services, recognising that the
most effective support in palliative care spans spiritual, psychological and
broader well-being needs.

- We aim to strengthen connections between providers to create a more
integrated approach to research in this area that can impact education and
policy making that places individuals with life limiting illnesses, and
communities, at the centre of care. By working together across disciplines
and sectors, we can share knowledge, expertise and resources to address
challenges in palliative care in a more holistic way through research.

- We are keen to deepen and expand collaborative efforts in research
throughout the island of lreland, building networks that enhance care,
promote innovation and ensure services are inclusive, accessible and
Kresponsive to the diverse needs of all communities.
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Contact Information: Name: Dr Barry Quinn, Email: If you would like to join the group

please scan the QR code or use the

link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X
SJ6HLF

barry.quinn@gqub.ac.uk, Name: Dr Niall Galligan, Email: ngalligan@olh.ie;
AIIHPC contact Name: Dr Busra Ertugrul Email: bertugrul@aiihpc.org
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