
Technology and Palliative Care Research 

Special Interest Group

OUR SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEMBERS

The group has 50 members that includes people with 

expertise and an interest in digital and information 

technologies from academia, clinical practice, and patient, carer, 

and public involvement.

Current members include : Richeal Burns, Diane Walker, Mary Nash, 

Niall Manktelow, Kath Hyland, Angeline Ingram, Aoife Troy, Suzz Keith, 

Mairead Murrihy, Joann Callinan, Mary Ryan, John Wonnacott, Patricia 

Hutchinson, Orlaith Martin, Celia Kenny, Carolyn Blair,  Tracey 

McConnell, Eric Clarke, Mary Lynch, Suzanne Denieffe, Frances Cleary, 

Gary McManus, Geraldine Purcell, Gerard Leddy, Lauren Boland, Sarah 

Delaney, Tim Jones, Michelle Tierney, Oonagh Hassett, Zara Fay, Natasha 

Bradley, George Kernohan, Kasia Patynowska, Padraig Cronin, Mohamed 

Saab, Ciara Heavin, Patrice Crowley, Rajitha Ramanayake, Jenny Power, 

Monica Pilch, Rebecca Lloyd, Deidre Hickson, Kim Elliot, Catherine 

Cunniffe, Christina O'Loughlin, Eva Jones, Mary Kinhart, Fiona Somers, 

Marian O'Mahony.

THE BENEFITS OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEMBERSHIP

AIIHPC Special Interest Group has allowed us to stay informed about relevant developments in palliative care research, policy and 

practice on the island of Ireland and internationally and has given us a community of health professionals to share health research 

challenges and solutions with. The Technology and Palliative Care Special Interest Group aim to enhance members technological 

knowledge and skills through

• Gaining an insight and learning how technology could support clinical workflows, patient outcomes, and organisational efficiency.

• Exchanging case studies, success stories, and lessons learned from technology implementation.

• Building confidence in adopting and using technology in palliative care use cases.

• Engaging with palliative care clinicians, nurses, technologists, researchers, and caregivers who are dedicated to advancing 

compassionate digital innovation.

Contact Information: Name: Dr Frances Clearly Email:  

Frances.Cleary@WaltonInstitute.ie; Name: Prof Mary Lync Email: maryalynch@rcsi.ie

AIIHPC contact Name: Dr Busra Ertugrul Email: bertugrul@aiihpc.org
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OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

WEBINARS

Virtual and Augmented Reality and an Insight into its Application in Palliative Care Stephen Barnes, SETU.

Technology & Palliative Care Dr Frances Cleary, South East Technological University and Dr Carolyn Blair, Queens University 

Belfast

CARU Webinar Update on the Potential Impacts of Developing Technologies on Palliative care delivery in Residential Settings Dr 

Frances Cleary, SETU

CommPAL Enabling Resilience and Innovation in Community Palliative Care with AI Prof Ciara Heavin, Cork University Business 

School, and Dr Fiona Kiely, Marymount Hospital and Hospice

PROJECTS

The Virtual Reality Therapeutics Pilot Project Engaged 43 healthcare stakeholders and explored immersive nature experiences 

using 360° video and Meta Quest headsets, data were collected, and two results presented at EAPC 2025 World Congress: 

Transforming Palliative Care: Stakeholder Evaluation of Virtual Reality Nature Therapy and  Reimagining Nature Therapy in Virtual 

Reality: Moving Beyond Mere Distraction. 

Current Project Finalising a journal submission on Energy Hardship in Home-Based Palliative Care: How Augmented Reality 

Technology Can Play a Role. 

Ongoing Projects Includes a paper on Artificial Intelligence as an Enabler of Decision Support in Home-Based Palliative Care and two 

surveys collecting more detailed data.

WE ARE KEEN TO COLLABORATE ON:

The special interest group has identified 4 key priority areas of 

interest to help drive the research activities of the group.

1. Co-creation 

2. Remote Home care ‘Patient in the Home’

3. Health/Well Being & Technologies 

4. Education/Awareness of current and emerging technologies

Who can join : 

Anyone with an interest in palliative care or life-limiting 

conditions, at any career stage and from any discipline. No 

technical background required, just curiosity and commitment to 

compassionate care.

If you would like to join the group 

please scan the QR code or use the 

link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Tech
nologySpecialInterestGroup

mailto:Frances.Cleary@WaltonInstitute.ie
mailto:maryalynch@rcsi.ie
mailto:bertugrul@aiihpc.org

	Slide 1

